
WELCOME THE ANDERSONS!

What began as restless discontent over a seemingly perfect lifestyle in suburban Ohio, 
ended up with the Anderson family packing up and relocating to Boston, Massachusetts 

so that Pastor Gary could attend Gordon Conwell 
Theological Seminary. At the time, Pastor Gary was 
working for an investment banking firm and Beth was a 
stay-at-home mother of three young children.
“So, we could tick every box that says ‘Evangelical 
Christian,’ by white, suburban North American 
standards. But really our lives were about ourselves. 
They were about our comfort, our security, our needs, 
our financial security, our happiness. And I couldn’t 

reconcile that with what Jesus described the lives of His disciples to look like,” explains 
Pastor Gary.
From Beth’s perspective, she was perfectly content to raise their family in Hudson, 
Ohio. So initially, when Pastor Gary started coming home and saying what she describes 
as ‘un-Gary-things,’ she just thought that they needed to downsize a little or go on 
vacation. It wasn’t until Pastor Gary said, “I’m not sure I want Hudson to be the rest of 
our lives,” that Beth realized, for the first time in their marriage, that they weren’t on the 
same page. Gradually, Beth began thinking about their ultimate purpose as parents. She 
realized that, “The greatest example our kids have is us. And if they don’t see us going 
out to make disciples and going into the world and following Jesus, how are they going 
to know to do that?” That was definitely the turning point for the Andersons.

TEACHING CALENDAR

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
RUTH 4

“GOOD NEWS FOR  
THE HOMELESS”

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
STATE OF THE 

CHURCH

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
IT’S ONLY MONEY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
TBA

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
AMERICAN IDOLS

EQUIPPING CENTER
The Equipping Center offers three 
classes in September that are 
geared to equip us with mananging 
our finances, sharing the Gospel, 
and parenting.

“MANAGING YOUR FINANCES 
GOD’S WAY” | Sundays,  
September 9–October 14: 
This Crown Financial DVD series 
explores creating a spending plan, 
investing, the meaning of debt, and 
planning ahead, using free online 
tools. Cost: $25 (includes materi-

als/book, light refreshments, and 

childcare with pre registration)

“JESUS AMONG SECULAR 
GODS” | September 23– 
October 28: Living in the Bay 
Area’s hi-tech center of the world, 
we are often confronted with 
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“…really our lives were about 
ourselves. They were about 
our comfort, our security, our 
needs, our financial security, 
our happiness. And I couldn’t 
reconcile that with what Jesus 
described the lives of his 
disciples to look like.” 
—Pastor Gary

continued on inside

questions about science versus 
religion. Valarie Saunders, our 
Director of Evangelism, uses a 
video chat/workbook format to 
help us prepare to challenge the 
“isms” of modern belief, includ-
ing world religions and views, 
and present compelling evidence 
for revealed absolute truth as 
found in Jesus. This 6-week class 
will help seekers to explore the 
claims of Christ and will provide 
Christians with the knowledge to 
articulate why they believe that 
Jesus stands tall above all other 
gods. Cost: $25 (includes child-

care with pre-registration)

“THE ART OF PARENTING” | 
September 23–November 11: 
This DVD, small-group, curricu-
lum, developed by Family Life 
Today and facilitated by Zeke and 
Marie Harvey, helps parents feel 
confident in building a founda-
tion for their children in four key 
areas: identity, character, relation-
ships and mission. Based on Psalm 
127:4, it features insights and 
decades of expertise that Dennis 
and Barbara Rainey gleaned from 
ministry and raising six children. 
Cost: $40/couple (includes child-

care with pre-registration). Space 
is limited to 24 couples.

CONTRIBUTORS: Monique Funnié, 
Kevin Patterson, Angelica Houston, 
Remy Cruz, Thomas Lazare

CALENDAR

THE HUDDLE 
AUGUST 25–

NOVEMBER 10

AN EVENING WITH 
TIM KELLER 

SEPTEMBER 6

GUEST 
ORIENTATION 

LUNCH 
SEPTEMBER 9

EVANGELISM 
SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 9

JONI AND FRIENDS 
BAY AREA 

“WALK N’ ROLL” 
SEPTEMBER 15

CHURCH PICNIC 
SEPTEMBER  16

EQUIPPING CENTER 
3 CLASSES 

SEPTEMBER 9–
NOVEMBER 11
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A BETTER YOU FOR A BETTER WORLDA BETTER YOU FOR A BETTER WORLD



THE HUDDLE
SATURDAYS, AUGUST 25–NOVEMBER 10 
8:30–10AM | FELLOWSHIP HALL

At our next Huddle, we’ll unpack 
what it means to be a godly, 
courageous man in today’s world. 
Through engaging stories, expert 
teaching, unscripted interviews, 
and personal insights, this study 
calls every man to become bold 
leaders in their own lives, marriag-
es, churches, and communities.

Make plans to join the men of 
the ALCF community for this excit-
ing new series. COST: $25 (includes 
materials and light breakfast). Sign 
up today at ALCF.net/signups or 
through the ALCF app.

AN EVENING WITH  
TIM KELLER 
HOSTED BY TRANSFORMING 
THE BAY WITH CHRIST
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 | 7:30–9PM
SANCTUARY 

Tim Keller, a pastor and New 
York Times best-selling author, 

speaks about: “The Church as an 
Unstoppable Force” and shares his 
views on what a radical Christian 
community looks like. Join us in 
the ALCF sanctuary for this unique 
event!

Tickets are $20. To sign up, go 
to ALCF.net/signups or through the 
ALCF app.

GUEST ORIENTATION 
LUNCH
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 | 12–1PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL

Are you new to Abundant Life? Are 
you interested in learning more 
about our story, dreams and values 
in a welcoming environment with 
no pressure to join? If so, our Guest 
Orientation Lunch is just the place 
for you! You can even ask Pastor 
Bryan questions, and hear how 
his wife begged him for his phone 
number when they first met! Sign 
up at ALCF.net/signups or through 
the ALCF app.

EVANGELISM SUNDAY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 | 11:45AM–
2:30PM | LOCAL NEIGHBORHOODS

Going” is one of ALCF’s five core 
values. As born again believers, 
God has commanded us to “Go 
and make disciples of all nations” 
(Matthew 28:19). On “Evangelism 
Sunday,” September 9, we will be 
reaching out to our local neigh-
bors by sharing the Good News 
door-to-door. In order to prepare 
you to “GO,” we invite you to par-
ticipate in one of three trainings 
being offered on Sundays from 
August 12–26 from 12–1PM in the 
Prayer Room.

WALK ‘N’ ROLL 
MARATHON
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 | 9AM–2PM
MITCHELL PARK, PALO ALTO 

Another great opportunity to 
“Go” and bring the hope of Jesus 
to people in need is the Joni & 
Friends Bay Area Walk ‘n’ Roll 
Marathon. Join us for this one-of-

a-kind fundraising event. All of the 
money raised will bring Christ-
centered encouragement and 
practical support to special needs 
families in the community. Sign up 
from August 17 to September 15 
at joniandfriends.org/bay-area.

CHURCH PICNIC
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 | 1–4PM
RENGSTORFF PARK 

Make plans to join the ALCF com-
munity for our most popular event 
of the year, and be a part of a 
great afternoon of fellowship, fun, 
food and games.

If you’re available to help out, 
please come to our volunteer 
meeting on Sunday, August 12 
from 12–12:30PM in the Fellow-
ship Hall and sign up at ALCF.net/
signups.

RESOURCE CENTER
Stop by the Resource Center and 
pick up FREE copies of older DVDs 
while supply lasts!

GET CONNECTED!

ALCF has something for all 
ages and stages of life! Check 
us out on the ALCF app and 
ALCF’s Church Community 
Builders (ALCF.ccbchurch.com)

Marriage & Family marriage@
alcf.net n Moms’ Time Out 
(mother’s raising children) mto@
alcf.net | Facebook.com/groups/
ALCFmto n Men men@alcf.net n 
OASIS (seniors) seniors@alcf.net n 
Singles singles@alcf.net n Spanish 
spanish@alcf.net | Facebook.com/
groups/ALCFspanish n Young 
Adults (large group) YA@alcf.
net | Facebook.com/groups/
ALCFyoungadults n 
Young Adult Women YAM@
alcf.net n Women women@alcf.
net | Facebook.com/groups/
ALCFwomen n SAFARI Kids 
(children) SK@alcf.net n ALLIES 
(youth) allies@alcf.net

ANDERSON RECEPTION
SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 | 11:30AM–1PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL

Continued from page 1

After making the move to 
Boston, Pastor Gary reflects,“When 
we were back in Ohio, we didn’t 
really need God.…We wanted to 
step out and create space when 
we actually did need God….As we 
widened that gap between what 
we could do and what we needed 
done, God has filled that gap.”

Fast forward nearly 3 years later, 
and the Andersons have not only 
added another member to their 
family, but relocated to the Bay 
Area to come alongside Pastor 
Bryan at ALCF.

Please stop by the Fellowship 
Hall on Sunday, August 12, right 
after service, to welcome the 
Anderson family.

To learn more about their story, see 
the interview with the Andersons 
and Pastor Bryan on ALCF.net.


